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Mr. Thornton fired a second time, The other

MIRAGE.
We'll read that hook, we'll sing that song,
w

1 when the days are long ;
%«mﬁ?}im t.:\r. md.guiae. clear
Some y time within the year :—

The days troop by with noiseless tread,
The ::ng unsung ; the hook unread.

Wil see that friond, and make him feel
The weight of friendship, troe as steel ;
same flower of sympathy bestow :—
Bat time sweeps on with steady flow,
Until with guick, reproachint tear,
Welay mirlbnwrn upon his bier

And still we walk the desert sands,
And still with tritles fill our haunds,
While ever, jnst h;g-umll onr n!'lm-h.
i yws 1o each.
'?'llr::;:' B ;P.“:::‘I 'l:u:ulrmr. but willed,

Remain to hanut us—unfolilled,
A B Ry

JACK'S COURTSHIP.
2 SAILOR'S YARN OF LOVE ANDSHIPWRECK.

1Y W. CLARK RUSSELL
Avtier ¢y “The Wreek of The On wcenor,’ VA Sea-
Green,” An Ocean Frer-Lance," el

( HAPTER XXM -Costistem,

Letping ny thonght linger a bit over this chat, I
confess, the wonder that bie had expressad, and {hat
fhad all along felt, at the manner m which my
encret Dind been Kopt from Aunt Damaris, strnek me
afresh, almost as iCit had been now to me. Never
did an ol mabit’s faee hold a shrewder pair of eyves
than Alphonso's sister’s, and 1 conhl have sworn
that Dier wind was one of the most sospicious in
life :and therolore seemy how quickly Florenee had
taken to me, and how I Lad somewhat of & sailorly
eit, spite of my clothes nald my sham ignoranee of
evervihing concerning the sea, and how 1 was
Bound to Australin for no mason whatever, that she
conld find ont, Tsay it was sirange enongh that she
didd not make twe-and-two of all these things, and
s griess who D was,  Butagainst this you must put,
first, that shie hud never seen e as Jock Sexymour;
sccond that, in all probability, I hud never heen
deseriled o lior ougsido such general toris as old
Hawke's shuse of me conveyed. and which would
have tothing to do with my fi fignre or mans
pers: third, thet Juck Serwauy, beine little more
than an abstraction to her, she was not nearly so
Jikely to imnge the possibiling of Liis following his

gweothoatt to seu ns worhd hayve been the ease had
ahe ot b in the fosly, ns Mr. Hawke hind : fourth,
that the dea of his taking ship with her nteer hod
pever, in the faintest possihle degree, oeenrmed to
her: Gifth that she wonkd not he aware that Jack
Seyvmont wis nnknown by sight, if not more famili-
arly, to Mr, Moreconthe, and the efrenmstianee,
rofore, of thet young man aml Mr. Ewerton
har one bertli, and conversing as 1 pretended

‘ill. Movieombe bad conversed with me, wont il tend

almioat more than suytling ¢lse to blind her to the
fact that starcd her i the fuce; and finally, that,
being, s 1 reckoncd, an estromely sospicions poer-
pon, shiy posstased all the gualitios which' sentence
their possessor to the eonstaut mortiieation of
Loing casily tricked. y

B, o drop all this problemizing for the plain
froth, the ealm, as 1 have said, kept ns 1o ihe
aoreinds of the Line for ten doys, and all the
chunges which eame were o sloftine of the color of
the opean Trom the vieh o nree of the morning to the
tin-like glitter of noon, followmg on witha stllen
bra s the sun westered, till the Haming
lutainary sank intoa sheet of gold. and the dark-
nieas canie, with the Sonthern Cross hanging low in
thn soutl, nd the moon rising later and rodder
avery uight, when it beeame pew ngain, and a silver
alip in the walke of the son. ut on the afternosn
of the tenth day there come o change; vou took
notiee of a staring brightness m the easterly sky,
aghinst which the white rails showed vellow,
bollower movement of the swell, and & rounder
wweop in the look of the water from where the ship
Lung dews to the horizon, wlich showed oloar
migainust 1o firmnment in g sickly, paint like blue,
fromu »hichk the eye reooiled, The sun shone mist-
iy, thanch the fierceness of his hite was all bt in-
safferable when you steoped clear of the awning,
The Llaek fins of hiall a doren sharks gleamod out of
the oilv blae, sud, hnd the imagination gone to
work for the righl Lind of embellishiment tor the

1ezed, thick, -.unm_: heavinge of the swell, it could

wo It upon nothing more approprinte,

“Tuey faney the ship's & torot throneh, and
Jot ns inte the water,” said Mr. Thornton to me ;
® they're sagncions heasts, aud as paitent as the fou
fiend’ himself, nutil what they wait for is within
reach of their grinders.  Mnat they'll be choated.
Phoee's s squall browing yonder, aud there'll bea
'l_nr:i!.\'l"ll'l swind behind if, if Pur not greatly mis-
takon,

You nocded o sailor's eye for atmospherie offect to
noderstand his menning when be pointed into the
Wt guanrter, and 1 don’t funey that 1 should
sied the stgn myeelf, bt for his indication
of it,  Thew, indecd, it was i enongh, tn the sort
of Bloe illm that seewsal, so to speak, to be beniling
i sky down to the sea, as 1f with the weight of i,
thongh the herizon rn in o sharp, dom Line right
thronedy it wd, wlter o moment’s goziog, one folt i
4o I Gl shadow of sonnctling drawing up from be-
hind the ovean, aud that wis pressing npon the
water i o oanner to give the swell a rounder back
and & nuicker ron. By and by astreak of haze
flonted up, and lovked white enotigh, o it staved
tegt when 1 turned te take apother squint it
bad chuanged into n o brown, sud had spread snd
risen, thie fringe of 1t esewbling a smear npon the
sky, and the sen under it faking a sort of olive tint,
witieh brightened out mro bive south ol port heast,

Avnt Damaris enme on deck, armed with o lirge
fan; presently Floreoee arrived; 1 placed cliairs
for thetn, sl siid, with the arglessuess of o lunds-
Thornton thinks we're going to have n

i

ink gooadness ™ exelaimed Aunt Damnris g
&and, vray, where s T from T
o Yopder, I savs" st 1o pointed to the gathering
NGRS
W hint is n sgund fsked Mrs, Marmaduke Mor-
thgey, who wus sitting  niar, hor hushand, for a
wonder, not being with her,
w A sodden burst of wind,"”
10 har shurp tnunuer,

replivd Sunt Thamaris,

“ Nothine lI.-.mT vons, 1 hope® snid Mrs. Mor-
1. aking mght up overhosd into the sky,
s #The st won't come from there,” =and Aunt

bt from the end of the sea yvondor,” and

Damares, 3
Lier lean e, thit upurl.!a-:{ with

she extonded
Tings,

“igh, 1 ose!™ cried
ednsivoly. = Ol Mr. |

the newly married wife
woprfon, do look at thew yel-
low patohies npaon the I]:l'_"n'-r:'- ¢ e they not like
ponflivwers growing in ugnrden-bod 7

The sunshine wus Linding slantiogly npon the
viming ilisa ol vapor, nnd brightoumg the brows of
them s ith o sulphiur-colorod radiance.  The vhect
was strihing, siwost wild, for the dark-green
weltering of tha sen under the thivkness pave p
mahignant hint of storm to the look of the heavens
there, amd the dry yollow, gleaming n the van of
the commg ontbhurst, was just the color o puinter
would hnve chosen for hoightening the sullon mean-
ing of the (nst-rising tarkpness,  In o fow minotes
this appodaratce vauished, and the vapor thickebed
uyp like th pourings of 4 factory-chiimoey kept low
by the rarcluction of the atmosphere. The swell
hid iporeised in voelume with amazing rapidity, and
tho deep sliop rolled nod wallowed oot as of she had
a mind o spring overy sper in ber. The beating of
the canvis wis like tie continnons diselia
smnll ennnons.  You saw the peaple ou the wmain-
doek stumbling s Jurching sad clinging conval-
sively e they pricd o pass along, sl every now
anid nzam on fush of smokedikeo spray swept ios
bonrds throngh o scnpper-hole, ns llhr slidp bnvied
her side,  Duiring one heavy roll, I Darely nissed
;.[u;‘i'lll‘ Auut Damanis from tumbimg heels over
Lead with hor ehiair;  she was all bul gouo when |
flung wy shouldes against hor and shoved her up.
This, conplal with the fast \flrl'll'illrll.r gloon, and
the wild towblebestion, sud the flerce crucking of
dapping noises, frightoned lor, .

Slaptain!™ slig serwed oo, te Daniol, * what is
Is 1t to be o sguull or temp-

the monuing of thisf
M!I Pon't deeeive me. 1 kuow the difierence,

+ of

r,

= Nothing to cause any slarm, Miss Hawke,” an-
swerod the  skipper, win stood  looking at the
woatlier past the starboard-quarter boat; and he
then gave some orders to the chief ate,  One
mlght tell ho guessed that the worst of whatoyer
wus coming Iay in the lovk of it, for all that Mr,
Thoruton sungout was to clow up the tovals, hanl
down the Gyving jib, hunl up the munsuil, and stund
by the topgallant balliards, * When therio before
tﬂr wind, theu your topsutl hallineds mind,” chants
the foreenstle poet; and hore was the wind coming
first. The swelling vapor volled up uutil it looked,
ail assny to starboard, Hike the loom of oliffs thou-
sunds of feet bigh, while the sead, like dust off o
#oor vuder the Boutishing of a broom, blew out in
pale-yaliow velumes from under the eompyeter
maases, un wos Houting overhoad, and dimming
tho sley in the oust, with the sun mnong it, a shape-
Losa, sickly Blotch of bght, before ever a breath of
air conld be seen soiling the polishl suarfaes of the
BRI LGOS awell, Mayhe the wind was waiting
for the signal ; it came iu the \l.l.llili' of 4 "ljp]ll'r'llkl.'
glare of lightuing, that mors resembled the eloud’s
reflection of msolid shect of fire thun the whizz of
an alectric spark ; and to the tune of the rambling
thunder rushed the wind, blowiug the gloom night
ana left, and creating appearances like what they
cull ox-eyos in it, spaces of Light that grew fromn

ints iuto yawning gaps, o= though the uLuall wis

riving down upon us through tusuels in the sky,

“ Louk ! eried I to Florence, “ how you muy ses the
willdlb-'-'lum there is draught envogh te extinguish a
waudle,

took her to the rall to watch, while Aunt Do
clawed hor way to the companion, on the top

of whick she st with ber sharp nose fork-

out beyond the , und peckiug, us it might

a4 the coming squall. It was a fine slght to see

8he wind rushing along the tops of the swell, tush-

- s Borte s ol Bt
.mn’,.. Tt derial publication (n dmerica purehased

ing whita in the o and nr'upinu w{tthin ell
over ng o " 04
0 dw'i:‘:h: form of an arc :ith the I

out from southwest to northonst, and the
fting of the white water under tlo shearmg of it
made Daniel reckon there wasmore in it than he

hindd sapposed.

o ]I'I;F;"I the topgallant hallinnds,” be sung out.
« Hands by the fore snd mizzen topsail lnlhards?
And as the yards aloft came rinning down, with a
second briif‘i-:ml gleam of hghtning, the ,--}lmll bitirat
upon the ship, and down she feanwd to 11, motion-
loss for s space, with the smooth water undor hor lee
hubbling and chnrning halfoway vy the butwurks,
1 had my darling, by this time, snug nuder the stir-
Doard quartor-hoat, for there was no rain in sight
asvet, and | wantod ber to see the wonnil s anel the
ot under vhich we stood split the wind, aud sent
it sereaming clear of us over onr leads,  Annt Da-
winris had vanished, but the other pasiengors,
Taddies and gentlomen, held their gronnd, and Towsheed
on with interest ut u seene full of exeitement sud
commotion, and weloome, God Knows, as the hirst
honest break in the ten days of rankling, stewing
calnn, The hetm had been put anl over. and 1lin
ship was slow Ly paying off, ax sho hegan to stir alter
the first heavy lean-down ; but, Lord ! the shindy
aloft, sails thundering, masts jumgping, the gloo,
as if it were clowd, ﬁ,\im.- throtign the rigeing,
mingiel with o glanema of spime, Le eTew sprati-
g auout Mr. Thoruton hawling, Iramsie] exetedly
gesticnlating at the whoel! Wiy, 1 dire say samo
of the poor Tween deck folks thowght it was all un
with us, when, in reality. it wasa ere equatorial
squall, with the worst of it inats teet b wineh wis
sonn 10 leewand of ns, and n sprinkling of min and
a fresh breere to follow, :

The o sight, Think, than o full-rigzed
ship ofters when sl 15 in the ol paying off, heel-
Ing over, with a tieree supply of wind s Aitng
past her.  Her lee-nigeing Tngs slack over the
white water 1 her satls swell ont, in el ke
shapes, through the buntlines and frinn the lowered
\'u!‘l"!: vounote the gradual reeovery of the leavy
xlant of her masts, as, with 0 alow sweep of lier jib-
booms, she =ettles the wird farther nnd fo rehar att
vot, until, yielding to the full impulse of the hinst
'wi'fll a long, hissing plunge, she takes tho tirst of
the seas, and, like o feciig madweman, W Ione:
tresses stream froni her head, and whoese ooament
has the witdnoss of 4 witch's s slie runs, the ship
rishes forward a8 thopgh shie were the very spari
of the storm wiloss darkness 1s npon her, and whose
ruvings pieree the ear from her vigging.  Several
bright s of lghtuing illmainated the heay ing,
show-like path of the vessel s she headed with the
sgnall, mull spedl for aospace on the wings of it
was fiving darkuess for a while, with o roll of thon
der playiog throngh us, as though it conlid zise n
tornado-pote to the outburst; Tt wiabout toin min-
utes’ tine the weight of the wind sensibly dimin-
ished, and, while the nelm was pnt down 1o bring
the Strathmore to her course, | lad just time to
hand Florenee to the compation, when wash camo
the rain in n bright sheet erushing out the wind ax
by man ana leaving the ship slappinge her wet
canvas upon the heayy swell, » hile threngh the
eray delnge to leewnrd you conld eateh sieht of the
white water noder the clouds pasabng away s
whirl of glovm, The taln eeas d os sudilenly ns the
wind had expited: the windwand darkuess light-
envd, and 8 marblelike streak of Blue opened Lo
twixt the main amd mizzon topsail yatlirms: nowet
grlesnin of sunshine daneed along the welterine occan
bonnduey, sod, beoadeniog bist, fla=h up the
whole expanse of the deep in the st liwest, rx-

wsinge the glorions blue of 0t erisping ntdar the
Ij'#'l‘/.l_' that wis sure 1o follow the sguall, and k-
ing the passiug thiokuess look Tike o solliel mlinilow
upon the sen, shol with o maliguant stre, ke the
Iluesh 1 o battle-smo, and spanued by a
brithiant s rieh rainbow, (heotgh wlivse exquisiiely
colored frel vou seemed to gaze on the very dark-
ness of night itself, For n few minutes the welromo
breeze was blowing werrily throngh onr riesing,
the songes of this satlors rose as they masthoaded the
vands, ordinary seamon aprawlod abont, heavily
slappiug the decks with swabs, amd with ber wet
planks sparkling in the sunshive, snd lier convas
drying from gray tniv white, the Strathinony, roll-
ing beavily aud graoemlly over the Jong sweil, n
line of veasty fowm slipping past hes Slossy sitles,
fovked (o huve settlod H wordy down ar Jast
for the pussage of the squutor, npon W hose northorn
skirts sho il Leen hanging Itheon dianl thing for
ten dnvia,

\ vossed the Hue in nineteen degroes wesd Jon-
itnde, CUrTY NG 8 pleasunt sulling broore with tis
4 trifle abiaft our starboard beam. and the ship was
just & pile of canvas, with five stinsnils ont, the
Tower stunsail vawning wide over the switigig
oo, wuyed torwand, nod every oloth pulling
wtoadily, while the white trucks swing Hke silver
buttons under the flosting clonds, whicll gleamed
likes the inside of oyster-shells, as they sprung sweet
and frosh trom the deep-hlue soa, and sailod np the
aznre on the rowd the sun was taking,  Tumy time,
when the cquator was crossod on the ontw wrd prisse
sawe to Australing there would be a stir among the
passengers, us if they hogan to condider, at Last, that
thiore was 8 chunee. somo of these tine days, of the
yoviage coting o an dud, The runnmsg Liergee bofure
the northeast Trades i3 hopeful, bt Sometimes yoi
will get o dreary sickness botwixt the Channel and
the parallel wiiere the stewly broeze is pi kil up;
and then, perhaps, follows the deadly paise wjpon
the glassy vanntorial sea, where the water dies ont
in hitze, aud the san finds o blazing mirror, whereto
I eomnbs his faming beard, as leodrives on his tonr
round the world, [iiu'l. the North Atlsntic passed,
hope grows briskas the southeast Trades pro ap-
proached,  The Capoia nol sery far off now, you
think. and then hurrah for an easterly conrse aoross
tie miglity Southern fcean.

1 can answer for the intlnenee of Intitnde south
npon the spicits of the Sieathmors's passengers,
We grew more condinl, 1 there was any Hi-teeiing,
it was betwist Anul Thamaris and Captain Jackson
and his wife. Not that the others liKed the old lady
very nueh, tnt they would come npand talk to
Ler. amil shee wonld convorse with them more or less
|n|ihvl).', aecoriting 1o the temper she Bapponed to e
. Bt she and the Jacksons bud nothing 1o say to
one-another; 1 his, no doubt mdirectly, helpe
case, for the averston mmong them tianile 1
ludy guess that the onyy man and Dis helg
would not shuw lier much merey were they to hear
all ibont the cause of Morecombe's joining thie ship ;
aned sy @ time would 1 think, as 1 peered at Aunt
Thnaris: “1f you uily knew who £ wis—if you
could only concelve the additions the story wonld
giin by the simple disoloanre of the trath from me
1o the Jacksons—there'd e no hulkhead m this stap
thick enongh for vou to lide belind.”

Friewdlicy feelings arising with onr prosross,
HiS s men s \\a-n-rl.-muml. Thie steeriee pua-

on to e poop, sod obiged
oteert,  Thien the

-

var
senger singers sworeiny ifed
us with @ very pretry bittle
tweensdoek passengers guve o ball dpon e main-
deck, that jastiad through the dog-watches; o fiddle
was brongit out of the foreenstle, the fellow who
plived it soted imsolt on the deum of the guarter-
deck ecapstan, some rom wis bhrooght wp at the vx-
prenise u} us wle, wwd disteiboted, diluted, in wine-
lassficls nmong the lumr poople, aud we sl at tae
r-ro'uln. of the poop looking down on as lively n sevne
s ever kipt }uik.-, Linppy sl Jaughing at sen, I ses
the picture now @ Juek Fiddler snwing away, with
an oecasionnl sgurirt of t frifee over lins right
shoulder, men and women dancing to his striins,
the chindren frolicking among them, the orew look-
ing on from the distrecl of the galley with bronzed,
rriuning faces il the night fell npon usall with
wrriod swoeping embrace of the sen with her
shadowy nrms, snd the stars looked down st us
through the ropw ludders.

Then the crew would fornish us with some di-
version, by turning np to dawee a Little hit of o
Dane, & it of o man, with eyves ke o ferret, aml o
s you'll seo

fiee with an Cxprossion tjwen 11 sie
sotetim in the gt et wns of matlors
MM B 1 nris wnd bregsts, This Tittle follow

was Llie hest horopipe daucer T ever snw in my lifo.
1 nover bofore, and have never since, met s enaal,
He would dress himself up to rescmble oo mun-of-

often, and when thers wers I::Mandmnpm
for her. Bhe did pot hang in the wind lome: 1 gave
her my aem, and then Daniel and Mrs, O'Bricn, and
Thom Tucker and Miss Grant, and Mr, Joyes
and Florence posted themselves, the coneorting
twanged, and wo started, You'll reckon that the
dicks were pretty stendy, and that was so. There
was the long ocean swell always hollowing aml
rounding under our forefoot 3 but a stondy hreeze
was in the suils, overy sheei was cased well off,
and the ship went along npri hit 2 her eonrtesies
only made onr heels the nimbler. Aunt Thamaria
and Mrs. O Brien matehed each other well for airs
and graces. The Jrich lndy wasas stoul a4 my
partuer was lean o and they hohaved as if thoy
wore on 1he floar of an :uu||-1tln-_;frr-, with gnlleries
punning up tothe sky, full of speetators. “Their
solf-c_ nacionsness wus something to live in the
memory, ftke the meteor weo  liad seon, or the sed-
serpent. With slightly Tifted dress, to give room
for their poiuled toes, they went to work ns if
George 1T1 was on the throne, conrlesying anil
smitking, though my partner was the more old-
Cashioned ; she socgied to bring upa smell o
lavender on the poop, ad te have done her jnstice
I nocded smalls and a frill. Mres, O'Brien gave us
i tasto of Castle airs, for she had  davced at the
Coort, T heard lor tell Daniel (who Tooked s if he
did pot uniderstand her, by the wayl, and all that
glie requirel to complete  ler nazing carrings
was o bundle of featlers on the top of her head,
sl w0 hronzo coloresd dress to glisten, as her fat
fovin rose s foll inside it. Totuea from her to
Florenee ! to glunes from  that hroad, homely Irish
conntenance, with its long stretelr hetwixt the
nose and the upper lip, and the small, selfosatjstiel,
Lrighit bluek eves, tothe petof my henrt, lovely
always, whether in stnshine or starhight, tinging a
kind of pocity round ber upon the ridest and
homelivst detatls of the ship’s furniture, by the
magio power of beautifying, with the surpassing
grace of her form, the gleam of lier deep, sweet
exyes, the glint of her hair, the snowlike ttash and
waparkle of Ler motioning, nngloved  Lands, what-
evor was neay her, oy, thungh 1t were even Daniel’s
nor west face, or the lean, acidulated teatuves of
her amut, why, Dsay, it was worth while kicping
vour eve fireed for a spellon Mrs O Brien for the de-
lieht vou fonnd in turning it afterward npon Flor-
ones Huwke., You may reckon | daneed with hers
one walts we had—sailors are noble purtners, ludies,
in ronnd danees—and os oo fleated ronnd the sky-
lights, up to the man af the wheeland back again fo
the break of the poop, Tey olving ns if wo were a
conple of angels bent upon tianding Paradise in the
strains of  concerting amd upon the white planks
of u ship's dleck, von may take it that my hold of
s wwaist w hiing more than s daneer’s grip
—amd a0 watehed in our {ooting
every  movement pairing, as the allu .

on the wing =wines in unison to the speading of the
snrwes, that we talked into one another’s pars ns we
daneed, as comfortubiy and as elognently asif we
werr senled and o wits by, Bt these merry-
makings did net cover many evenings.

ARl

CHAPTER XAXIV,

OCTEAN INCIDENT.

e

AN
Shortls before we took the sontheast Trades, ana
woe were then in abont six degrees south of the
equiator, there befell us one of those things which
the se, who is the mother of surprises, is always
plentifully offering to these whe furtow hi'r broail
twsoms Fine wenther sud pleasant bhreezes Ll ac-
compaitimd us down 1o that poiut, and sometines
we were swarming along, with stunsails oug on
either side, and somotimes with the yards Lresd
shorpup, and the bowlines tout as fiddle strinegs, hut
always, nevertheloss, mannging to lie odr conrse,
while every night fonnd the southern constelliations
creeping lghoer amil higher,  Bat one morning ther
caine # chunge, nod arviviag on deck aftier breok-
fast, 1 found the ship in a8 thick a Wank of white
vapor as ever tolivd down aod obsourad  the sea.
Forward, the vessel was olean ont of sight in it
what there was of her that way was jnst a shadow,
like a darkish retlection upon a clond of stes
this shadow enme oozing ont of the smother, as it
imght D, until abregst of the mainmast it boke
into the peality of the ship, with Iack shronds van-
shing in n fow yanids above the shiear-poles, s th
mainmast shooting inte it and fooking to be broken
short oft on a Hoe whore the rigemg vanished, while
the mainyan] was o dim Wlack sireak, from which
the great sail eame down gray il of the ann.‘.;..-
till the olows of it were elear things along with the
foot stretehed transversoly fram slicst to ta k. abovi
the buiwarks, .
There wia & Wirceze of wind WMowing theugh you
would lave deeamed of a dewd calmoin such o
foather-bod na that, A< nothing was visible ghove
the maintop, T oonlidn’t tell what sail the ship was
nuider: but there were enongh Likes in the coil of
the mainreyal ballmrds to make me gness the yard
thut pope helowged to was loisted ; and apparently,
therefore, wo wore driving nloneg throngh this white
pight wader all plain sall. 1 pot my head over the

anid

mitle, whiere the visible water streteld, perhups
dozen fathoms wilde, and watching the fosm-fenth-
ors passing in the space of glesming steel, for the
fog gave what was to be soen of the sea that color,
‘Lmh,n--! onr pale of speed 1o b abont five anid w ha
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f
orean wis smooth, with an easterly
wolling up ont of the thickness on
our bean, sothst the water ronmded wp on g sudden
whienevier vou looked, and drew down inte s hollow
in the same way, making s strangeness of the
fumiliar thing, owinge to the Hguid gambolling being
to the vision Huated to g sphore that was ot morn
thom half the width of any one fold. When you
Tooked aft from the hresk 6f the poop the Lelmstnn
wis o amndege on the white, Winhng oleeurity, It
was ke being oo vapor-bath, for the tempera-
ture: nothing nopleasant to the feeling of the flesl,
Lt n rare confosion tothe eye: andasort of bee
wildermont to the car, too, for the nose of the
wind blowitge into the stretelied canvas was wlofr,
bk you conldnt 4co wlit was prisdocing i, anid
the cool sonnd of littls hreaking surges ranning on
togr of the swell was all around, though not o
gitmpse of the weter was to b got nnless von npt
yourr head over the wail and looked right down,
aniel T Juwd desd ahreast of the weather
sprinkersvane, smpking 0 el when 1 ocame
throueh the compauion, anid the secomd mate, who
Tl ehurge of the wateh, kept a lookout from the
hend of the popp-ladder, 1 jotned iny friend, aud
exclaimed ¢ * Here's a swother! how long has tlus
bsens on us 17

e Py hours,” he replisd,

@ Nothing tn sight before it dres up. T lwopo I

# Nothioe," he answersd. © Lot that consolo s,
BTN ES L L

41 ask wen passenger,” =aid |
ol bl men mui auy now afrmid of dunger.
wigh I gotting old, Daoel,
i your ket I

He banediod me his cigar, wLich T ruined by thmst.
Ing the ved etnd of 3t inte the howl of my pipe.
= Confound you,” he exclonned, chucking it away
ane lighting soother; “ there goes sixpennorth of
Joyvoly Havaon tolmeon.  Whore's your sweetl
Juckt Mun, vou should show Lor this foe

w, there's adeal to behold in thives you can't

The

that v

’

“T have knoeked
Thut's u
Huve yon got a hght

“ 1'm hoping sho'll come on deck, bt 1 don't think
T ought to feteh her,” T replied, = Muostn't acr ag-
eressively, vou kuow ; mustn't do auything to cnuse
it Doasaris to put her foot down; though, upon
wy world, 1 really have nothing te oomplam  of,
She's gonferredd astounding privilegos npon me, a

war's man, grass lut on nine Hades, Tis tawny hrvasi
Bavre to Dis belt, the flowing wlite pasts and Jow
shoos, with heols which ratthial the planks e eas.
tanets,  The tiddler wonld eraw ] upoo the hoois,
and 1he Dane take Lis stund on the wentber "4 of
the forecastle, ot the bead of the Tadder, so that we
cottld seo bt ain under the weather elow of misin- |
sail thot was nted up: and when all was ready,
amd the fiddle began to speak, off wonld go the |
Dipne, footing it < po Tnnidsman o this world ever
dudl, nio, thoagh he had passed hits whole Hfe o doing
notlitne else: his pace was noble, the twiakling ot
liis feet miraenlons, and to sse lim there, with his |
hiewd floatimg like a bubble on his shoulders, his |
arms eros<oll on hits bosom, and o rapping coming !
from undor him bke noroll apon aodeom, with o |
graceful leap here and thero aud o sedate norch
round, and & tace all the whitle as soleuin as a mute, |
was to beliold the Bornpipe danesd as ouly a sailor ’
]

knows how,

This delighted Floronce more than anything else,

Ter pulse seemed to Keep time to the ocean dages,

and 1T would cateh her watching with o glistening
eye an vou'll see it people who fiind nore in s
thing than it looks to bave, Yon sov,, we lad the
right Kind of setting for that pieture ; to footlights
nor groaps of stuge monntebanks, nor pa .m--i
rigging, leading Heaven knows whore ; ot the diep
Blue, white-tlecked soa, melting into an evening
richness of tint—lor thed wers dog-wateh sports, |
of conrao—and the fonntnin-tike sound of babhles |
and foam cowing up over the sides aud the white
docks with the red sunshine lyiog in pools of light
ﬂ.lllnnu:lhﬂ shadvws and thelgrouns of rowgl ssamen
sunple-varted as childron, smoking amd watehing
on the forecastle and somoliow vansing vou to ratse
your eyes from thewr durk facos to those lofty spurs |
up and down which they wore slwanys travelling, |
where the sails shono like swolling spaces of yells "
sntin i the bot glonm of the sinkiug luniinar
whose rudinnen tonched the greased wasts uutil
they leoked to he pde of ainbwer,

Onee we went so far os to shake a foot among |
onrsslves an the poop. g The stecrngn passengers |
made the mnsio for ns snd we got throngh severn] i
quadrilles and a waltz or twe, eapitnlly.  For one
of the square dances T had Auut Dauaris as o part-
ner, with Daniel and Mrs, O'Hrien to faceus, T |
donbt if the old ludy would lave consented to dinon
with anybody elso ; and, on the whole, I afterwand
constdered that T lisd i o great mak i askimg b, |
s shn was mors likely than not o lly in my face
with the suspieion that [ desired to nuke ber ridica. |
lous, But, so far from reseating my politoness, she
appeared struck and grutiied withiit,

* It's some years now since I lave danced,”  said
ghe, with & sort of simper thit would have been
exquisitely diverting in some Dresdep-china
comedy of the old sehool; and vou could see that

sbe was remombering the tiue when she danced

L things eisidersd, 1

| o e,

| Juckson snd Lis yarn to join her,

believed her to b an old
Purtar, aud so she §s, Tor she behnved a8 ove at Clif-
ton, where shie took Miss Floronee  ander ber pro-
tection, and dtuck te ber skirts to Keep off thot
witlain, Jaek Soymonr.  ow Mr. Egerton has nude
L way so promptly nud suceessfully with Dier beats
it onghit to moake me wighty conveited,

e must be wopnething ahont B, s el
—oh, Daniel $—call at, f you pleass, the union of
ligh breed ing rly Linndsome cong ="
“ et ™ u + trumpet notes of Captain
Javkson, who forked up theough the compunion at

| that moment @ * what's this, eaptain t o fog 1

# Yos, n deiso for,” repliod Thompson

The navy-pan stepped op to ns, peerad at the
vast no glanes wlott, nod looked foto the
ard mist, that seemod to bo boiling, as 9t
blow along in wherling, imporyions elonds, = 1 sup-
s, 14 s sid he, ®yon are pretty sure of
pothing bemg in the road to plump into here
ubouts 1"

# Oy, grre enongh,’ answered Daniel gaietly, whe
always somohow managed to fead off the marme
patronagn Captain Jackson tried from tune to time
to bestow upon him, withont bwing m the least
mieked i lis method of doing ao,

w Whnt's our pace ' snid L -;uf—uin Jackson, going
to the side nnd Inml.'.w.: over., ¥ Five and 5 half, or
six, Ishould sav. Humoph! walking for a
Blind ship, eaptain.”

s Oh, the fister we sail the sopner we slindl got
elenr of this thickness," answered Daniol.

“ Ths dovil of o fog of this deasity is," safld Cap-
fain Juckson, talking as if s wers hailing the fore-
cistle, * that it makes n Jookout of go uso, “There's
tio secing whot's abicad nutil yon're futo it 1 re-
member, many years ago, when smothersd up in

windw

Fast

| thin foshion in the Gulf of Guinea, in H. M, 8

uver, Cspe Palmias bearing about nor'uor’ west,
and w feitle of wind blowing that sent us ratehing
alongsut abont thres sud o half o four miles an
honr, the first Dlenteuant v ho, by the way, was a
son of (e Larl of Worthing, os fine s seaman—""
But at thot wmoment | canght sight of Floronee
standing in the compunion-way, aud Jeft Ciptain
“ Come aloug,”
sald I, putting my pipe in_ my pocket, aad giviug
lor 1y band, * there’s nothimg in this fog to harm
Yoo,
She stepped on to the deek, looking with wonder
at the fruginent of ship that was visible, at thie
winsts vinishung under the tops, and st the figum of
the second wute, who, though  he stod nenr the
break of (e poop, was little more than & smidgs
oven gt that distauce, *Am 1 the only lady on
dock 1" ghe naked, .
“Yes, but what does that matter? No fearof
Aunt Damaris amu:;imi.’l suppuse, darling
“Not the slightest. Dut deuscuess of tho fog

is not imagined in the enddy. How erxteaordinarily
white and Light it is, Jack Tt might be steam.”™

“That's beeanse there's o blne sky over it, and o
tropical sun ponzing full fnte . Take my arm, will
_\l-rml' ”! shun't let yon renimn long enough to got
amp, -

A Tog nahore isnothing ; it comes down and stands
neainst the windows, white or brown or vellow
and yon might aa well sit with the blinds pullesd
down for all the wonder that's to Le foumd in the
vipors envelopment, But, on the secan, such o fog
us this we were sailing through is something that
comes very near to heing o phenomenon, owing to
the strongs pictars it makes of the ship, and the
gliunpse of water it enables yon to rnh"l. 1 took
Florenes to the heak of the poop, and when she
Tonked behind her, Captain Jackson and Daniel and
the man at the wheel were searcely poroeptible out-
Tines in thie folds of steam whieh Doiled along ahaft
the mizzenmast, Vorwand, we conld inst make ont
the galley, and the shisdaw of the forecastle front
melting into the soft cobweb-like blackness. He-
tereen was the great main-hatel, the mainmasy

deaming peninst the grays pace of sl, with o few
twesnalenk passongers movon ahont inoa kind of
I|[_1||ll Wald il stariug alofi for a sight of the fa-
miliar cancas, of which not o fragment could be
seen nhove the foot of the topsils, unless yon ac-
ri-m---i a little darkening in the fog up there for
them,

»1s it not dongerons to he sailing throngh this
mist 1 said my darhing, speaking Iow, as thongh
there was something in (s thick, steamy enyiron-
went that sulubned Lor, :

= Not in thas great ocean,” sabl L “ It wonld be
another mitter in the English Channel,  Bnt here
Yo have opern sea for thousands of miles: hesule,
Thompson told me that nothing was in sight when
the fog vame up two or heee hopes sines,”

she drow me to the liw rail to wateh the passing
Wi (T 'llu't' sam of 1f hiad the appenranes of ice
with snowflakes whirling along its nilip[u-r_\' wurface,
The swell Lfted ont of the Wlankuess, and seemed to
fieave up the fog as thengh it were a tangilile thing,
a solil substaure s bt when the vosssl lny down

i Lreese altor the weather-roll, the vapor
n pain into the hollow, and the con-
trnst of its whiteness Iving olose against the gloom
of the trongh mude the water over the side look
thirty or forty feet enepth na,

Wa were bembing togethor thos over the side,
watehing the suow-11ke froth seething and eddsing
pust, mwl listening to the hissme of the entwater
vipping throneh the swell in the blankness shead,
witen il ona sudden, avd s manner that mado
the thing sppear to ns like the colnoee of our foney,
thers Teaped ont of the white, dense folds abreast of
the bee fore-rigging, sl at n dis e ol mbout
fifteen foct from the siip's sude, snopen boat with
fovo men seated on the thwarts, and the lgure of a
third san, apparently desd, Iving in her hotton.
Confounding to the senses as sach o sodden ap-
parition as thin was, I conld not laave pustersd
evory point Tued 1 hod half an hone's tioe givon me
to inispect hor. She was apparently asmall vessol's
waarter-hont, painted Bloe, with white stern-sheats
anil thwarts, The two hving men in ber wers
dhressedd in shirta awd dungiaree fronsors, one in a
sentels enp, the other bareleaded ; the fellow at the
Bottom dookel fnst o darck, streaming suit of clothes,
with the lisir plusterad over biseves,  Tho man in
the Seoteh cap, seving s, eeied ont s * For Goild's
savke, heave to and save ns!" and the white, passion-
ately appealing faves of the ponr inllows lur-llnm: np,
gloamed fora brewth berwist tho opening o the
vapor s we ghot by, e then bost aind qwen vin-
i=tivtl Tike o pricked sonp-lmhibie,

Nobord v Bd heard the despairful shont save Flor-
eoee il 1L Tnan instant 1 bonmded aft to the bin-
miele and took the boartngs of the boat, amnd then
at the top of my voice 1 shouted to Thompaon :
Wi hnve just passed a sbip's quarter-boat mlrift,
with e taen in ber. She'll bear pocth by west ot
this wmoment ™ There was no oceasion to say
mope; hesides, the news came from s man who,
Duiniel wonld well Know, was tiol Hhely to e mis-
tuken m making such & ropori.  An onder was
bawled along the doeek, the el was pat down, the
wateh came rushing aft, apparently not knowing
what wns the matter, nnl! faneyving, mayhe, that
sotehody hind  tumbled overboand, and sud a
stampine of feet and the cheeping of triss and par-
ral al bloek, $he main-topsail was laid to the wist,
amil the .‘!]!l!l browght to o stand

Thiors indd been no loss of time over this job, and the
hoit was thereloro bound (o he well within baolf o
mite distant from ns. As to groping for her, why,
if wo did not sink her by ‘tunning over her, there
were o thousand chances in favor of our missing
anil losing her outright by searching ; so we miﬁ
not o better than le 1o and wait for the weather
toclenr,  Thompson sang out to qgh apprentice to
foteh his speaking-trnmpet, and then, Jnmping on to
the rail, e ealled to we: = How do you suy sbe'll
bonr T

» Abhont north by west,” T answeral, very nenrly
addiing the regular rontine © sie” so strong was the
olil professional Lhahit when direetly elinllenged in
this way. e pointed his trompet down into that
auarter anid roared throngh it, * [oat aboy ™ We
strnined onr ears againat the white blankness, The
somndd of the wiliering of the hidilen waters camie
ont of the for dunly and steangely, along with the
enteling, sobling, sloppy wash alongside, sl down
froen aloft foatod the straming noise of gear, and
the ereak of o spar, and the pattering of reef-points,
It wos searcely reasonuble (o hope that the hail
wortld b retarned. The oot would ho too far off,
anit the wind inthe teeth of the fellow who an-
swered,  But to lual wos the vight thing to de, as on
experimont ; nnd not the faintest echo of o bnuan
voieo penetrating up toous throngh the dense vapor,
Poemied raised Bis teampol again and bawled: © ]lmlf
ahoy ! we're hove to for vons  Save your «drift as
mieh s possihle,  Wo'll prek yon up when it
clear=”  And gpringng on 1o the deck, v 0x-
ilimned, = There! of they've heand o it'll comfore
them, 1 not, they're o worse ofl.  They can’t Tw
very fur distant, and we're bound to have then
when this boiling is blown away.”

» They'll have beard yon plain enongh,” said T:
Sowarrant that they're not mwany ships' lengths
oft.”

By thils time, ns yon may sippose, mates, evory-
Leds, from the forceastle to the s abis, il
buntled on deck 1o tewrn what the comumotion signi-

fiend,  From whers 1 stool right att | eonld just
make ont the lee lum[r-lnri:lr-_! and bulwarks near
it, black with people, all staring into the fog, some

of them being half-way ap the muin-rigeing. I the
ship looked strange before, she made s wild sight
pow, with that erowd glooming upon the fox, and
the forwaril decks so wholly obscnred thit the ves-
sl socmed toend ot the mainmast, whers the stoer-
ae anil tween-tdock passengars and erow had con-
grogated, W who Lolonged aft stood ina lump
near the wheel, the ladies firing off whole bro
siles of questions, the greater portion of wh
Captain Juekson took npon himself 1o answer,
Aunt Damaris, holding & pocket-inndkerchiel 1o
ber mouth, vemoving it only e speak, instantly
spied e nnd oaled alongeide; and then Florence
Jmned us,

“What s the matter, Mr. Egerton ?” eried  the
old lady,

« Your nisce and T just sighted a boat containing
thires  ton, i i

sl is out there somowhers,” said I,
pointing into the dense white clond,

w A boat containing hree men!” she exclaimed ;
“ How could von sight hort it is inpossibile to seo
a yord”  Lexplatned,  “oOh dour me! and they
glided past—one dowd, yon think? How terrible ™
she crisd, * Why, grncions goodness, what g suflo-
enting part of the ocenn the captain appears to
have steered us anto ¥ 1 pever heard of such a thing
am i foig in this part of the sen. Do yon think, Mr,
Egerton, we're tnl:l”{; in the place we'te sigiposed
to be in? Bt how should you koow T Captain,”
sho e llod out to Daniel, = it's vers strangs to most
witli such o thing asa fog heve, tsn't it We did
ot epcounter anything of this kind in coming to
Eungland, stvl never bafore, eithor inm o« or
going. huve | been u sucloa mist in the to m

10 b clearing off presontly, Miss Hlaw
Daniel.

“ T hey're common enongh heroationts, atl every-
where olse,’ trompoted Captain Jackson, adiress-
ing nobody in particular; there's uu!l:'rm; to be
afraind of —vapeeinlly now that we've love to,

s Fire ™ evid Damiel ; and T pereorved Mr, Thorn-
ton wiming o ritle fnto the air:. he had bronghy it
frow below while Thmd been tnlking to Anut Pa-
parts aid when Danidel sung out “ tire ! the mate
willed the trigger,  The smart report was followe
‘-r weyeral squeals from the Tud Aunt Damnris
indecd who ke most of the otliers Lad not noticed
the weapon 1o Mr. Thornton's huuds absolutely
yelled and catehing hold of my arw clung Lightly.
“lhat signal repeated every five minutes will on-
able them to keep in one netghbonhood,” exolained
Dandel coolly taking the eries which hinl followed
the explosion for granted, and lavdly zuessing,
pothaps that he wonll have acted politoly i re-
yuesting the Ludws to look out for i,

# yu tht horreid gun going to be 1ot off neain, Mr,
Egerton 1" eried Aunt Damaris, m a terrifled voice,

“ Eyery five minntes—jnst Lo cotfort those poor
follows ont thers,” suid 1.

& hte firing,” shie exclaimed ; *first to be suffo-
cated and then to be stunned. 'l go down-stairs
in. Mr. Egerton.” 1 couveyed her in the politest
wanner to the companion, aml then returned to
Floreacs, 1f my ulurlliug hadd ned o sailor's heart shie
Hiad 4 nailor's sempathy with Jack and tnderstond
bils nngnlsh just as she nndorstood his plessures, as
only w womun can whoe loves siilors for the noble
r..!fin-.;tln-\' vreatod and perpetuate, g You'd lnve

ninlerstood what 1 mean had you neard her waking
conjectures to me abont the poor follows we ud
Wiy, to the others it wos nsort of horror
a bont sdrift with
niil that was all.

L i
without any elear mean
tlerwe men ity one perh
But Flureneo thonght

soaman in that ship would
from mie, either, For how mooy days ol niehis

wight they not have beon tossing nhout o that listle
bout ¥ They might by dyiug ef famine and thirst!
If that was o dead man in (he bottom of the tiny
ernft, who eould imagioe the sim of the agonies
thint had made o corpse of him al last T

« Ol Juck, will it pot have broken their hearts to
see this ship vanish ¥ I aball go to my deathbed
secing those dreadful white faces! T8 was Like @
shovking dream, to ho Jooking ut the water, and
then see that little frolght of himan misery sweep
by. Are wesure to roscne the, Jack 1 ;

“ 1 hopo so—1 think so—indaod, T am sure. Thoy
lind ones, nnd may try to head this wiy, wieo they
Lioar that gun fired.” )

1t is too dreadful to think of them, ai.n.rnnr. por-
haps, cand dying, alone out thers in that fearfol
blank, One eannot realize whit they are feeling—
and yot ong can imagioe their Jheart-breaking ex-

thoir prayer to God for sucoor, as they

Lution,
1’335 tuto this blindiog fog.”

Indlies took care to back some distanco away ; but

Florence stood alons with me, eagerly striving to

Im-rw- the obseurity, and exclaiming: * Will they

dm ni’rjr to hear it, Jack? Can nothing wmore be
ome ¥y

Never, hoys, had my Lieart gone so close to hers ns
then, while I watched her glisten: u‘: eyes, the beau-
tiful, touching anxioty in the trembling of her lips,
the sweet contraction of her white brows, her for-
ward, leaning, listening posture, as though, by the
sheer power of her true, teader, womanly soul, that
wits with those lonely, blindod, hiddon ‘sailors, she
'ml,t!:l draw their Doat within the sphere of onr
yiswon,

We had been Iying liovato in this fashion for
about twenty minntes, while Mr, Thoruton let fly
bis rvifle at intervals, pulling the cartridges ot of
his gide pockot as thongh they were sugar-plums in
a bag there, when on u sudden the thickness in the
very quarter we were all peering into thinned away
down iuto s kind of bluish shining, as though the
light off the sea was working through; it was but o
wide flaw, indeed, bt as 1t lnng for a fow minntes
it |1uvp ns n sight of the bont abont two hnudred
fathoms distunt; sle showed on the hrow of a
swell, with her oars over amid her head our way,
thongh somow hat to windward of us. The man in
the after part of her was rowing Hsherman fashion,
that Ie to oy, standing up, with his faco looking
forward ; lie siw us, and tossed one hand np, while
we all pressed forward to shont and gest ienlute, to
enconrage them to persevere : and nothing in all my
life ever soutided more strangely to my ears than
the roar the people who were grouped upon the
warks sent up when they suw the boat; it swelled
up liko n great moan, and the eomplaining of it
ecame down out of the lidden, stoady eanvas alofr,
But the abmminabie fog botlod np agnin betwixt the
Bt and ns, and all that conld Be done now was for
Mr. Thornton to goon finng, while Daniel from
time to time hatled the gleaming swother with his
Apeaking-tronpet.

I'irice had he thus hailed woen there came a
fuint reply, apparently right astern, Captain Jack-
gt and Thompson Tucker, the skipper, ¢hiel mate
aml 1 now all voited onr voices ina prodisious
whionut which 'Irl‘l'k!lll wus as far-reaching as the re-
port of the rithe; but not being able to see we
couldn’t tell the poor fellows how to Lhead, nor durst
wir bwwl o single direction, preferring rather to
fepve their gnidance to God; for they might pass
the ship within fifty feet and not see hor, and f
onee they tonk to groping withont certainty of our
whercabouts, then, if the tog didn’t eleir away
soom, they unght woont of sight when the hortzon
showaed and as lost to ns as il they were at the hot-
tom of the water,  Upon iy word, there was posi-
tive torture in onr expectation, and we shonted and
firedd anl Tistened as (faee wore the prople whe were
in perils till sniddenly Florenee erted, © Thon's thie
bont,” and pointed with passionate eagerness over
the tafteail to wspot of sludow low down among the
Dlowing steam.,

S There shie §=" T shooted ; and * There she is!"
bawled Daniel; and, putting bis two hands to lus
month, * Hureah, my dads!™ e roppeed ;% vou'll
foteh us now ! vou'll be seoing s plainly enongh
now ! and M. Thornton sprang on to the tafivuid
with a coll of rope remdy to ting 1o them, It was
painful to wateli the 1t and fall of those two oars,
the nrter exhonstion, the bittor, dyving strife for
life, they somelow illastroted,  Inoa few wminates
she was olose,  * Look out for the ond of this line !
shonted the ehief mate, nnd he ehaekml the eoil fair
over the foremost mnn, who twisted bimslf to
catelt hobil of it, took a turn, and then fell in o heap
on the bodly at the hottom, A grotin of pity ran
along onr decks; sowe of the erew came tunlling
aft, and presently tho boat was foir alongside aue
the mwen Lifted ont.

went with the others to the hreak of the poop,
to soe them got ahotrd,  The follow who had fullen
wiis insensibile, and had to be handed up: the other
bk more life in him, but Lis grasp was toe foehle to
support hint, and he'd have fallen bock nto the
bont if onr men had pot eollaved and beiped him
over the side, To ook down at them, as 1adid, yon
wortld have thonght them the right Kind of sea ap-
parition to come ont of that blinding white smoke
u!pm\ the water, Hud they been ten days drifting
about, thetr faces conldu’t have shown more hollow
anid guuntly vellow, aml one of the threée being
seominely dead gave the last finishing touch of hor-
ror to the whole thing, They were takeu forwiard,
the doctor following in their wake, and for some
time we lest sight of then,  But there was the boat
to wateh us the line that held ber was slackened,
anil she was veered astern, while the mamyard was
swinng, and way got on the ship, 1 found mysclf
among these who stared at hor as thongh g little

open bout was so rare a thing that a hundred
pounds would not be too mineh to pay for the sight
of it. Bat where there Las been sufiering, the the-
wtee it though it be but aw old plank, takes &

Kind of mystery aod awe that's pure magie of itslf :
andl deep 1t 18 in onr natiare, sinee yon find it uni-
versal, thongh one may wonder ot and ridienle it
Valgar it may bo, when it comes to giving s guinea
for an inchiol the rope thiat strangled o malefuctor;
put the fuseinntion is more genteel when you find it
on vou in the gloom of a dingeon that bus eohoed
the groans of o martyr, or on @ piece of soil that was
onen an aahen gray witlh the emboers and burned skin
anil boue of some mild and barmless ereature whose
ain wis that e believed in God as he found Him in
the Bible, We had imogination to Delp us—I ean
answor, nt least, for my sweetheart and myself ; £
not yet knowing the truth, we funcied the worst,
and put the whole spirit of it into that boat, till it
Desesinne the emblem of the anguish we pictared, and
horribly fuscinnting fn consequenee,

“What's the story of those men, d've supposs,
captain 1" says the navy-man to D], who stood
at my elbow,

"|||1Imqnl!|ln to guess, hut wo sholl hear pres-
ently,” nuswered Inicl,

w ldon't see any slgn of a breaker In the boat—
theres no Jocker, and there’s uo food,” suys Caprain
Juvkson,

“ Oh, Captain Thompson, do yon think the two
poor mwen are dead!” cried Mrs, Marinaduke Mor-
Limeoer,

w U afraid one ls—drowned, he looked 1o me, ™
replied Damiel,

w How conbl he b deowned if s in the Leat,
eapt'n 1 asked Mrs, O Brien.

“ by fallivg everboard,” answerad Captain Juek-
Ry,

“ Hang thess ineidents,” erfed  Mr. Thouipson
Tueker. = They make one's tlosh erecp, Hope they
don't forebode tronble to us, that’s all. Hang me 1f
T fond of stumbling over corpses, as it might be,
It's ill-lnek, they suv,

w Ol Marmadake  mormured Mes. Mortimer, put-
tinge her banid into her hnsband’s arm

« Nonse terndving tho loadies, youug gentleman,”
suys Captain Juvkson, sternly,

s Quite vight, sie,” replied Mr, Thompson Tacker,
Briskly ¢ = and T hope nothing muay happen that wifl
ternify thew”

Here Mr Grifith arrived, and_we all gathered
rornd him to bear his report, = Well, doctor,” suys
‘Il paots.

“ Wall, wir,” poplicel Mr. Grifith, = oue man's doad ;
the other two are alive and Hikely to go ou living”

“ What's their story

“Why," said the doector, half turning to gro
with his eyves along the leeward thickuess, = they
belong to a sl brig which ean't be far oft,”  Here
Captamn Jackson started and looked sternly aloft
:uull then over the side, in manifest deproeation of
our rate of sailing, nwder the eiregms
man 1ol overhoard, it seems,” continned
“and o boat was lowered with two men amd the
mate to Ii:'k Titm g luuprﬂw they're not very
active and smart in thoso small vessels, and the oon-
sequenco was the wan was o tuly distanee astern
|4.-|lu|-.» the Loat was mot into the water, Al
this while the poor follow was swimming strongly ;
But when they wore within o few steokes of him he
wont down. O soeing this the mate jomped oot of
the boat after Kiny, bt whethier b |ull{ rovsaido nlut-
el Dis strength, or something hnd gone wrong with
L, he sunk a minnte or two after be bad made the
plutige, The men in the boat went to the spot
where Ie ol vanishod, aud saw him hanging abont
a foot under the surface, with his arms stretelul
furward nmd  his in A rynning posture: one
leansl over, caught  him by the hair snd dragged
Bitn iz bt Le was dead.  Well, the man who tebd
mo this says that when be now looked ronnid for
hiis vessal Wi spled her some distanee to windward,
and bahind her the sky wis coming nlong in o white
wall, Tt ewollowed her agp, then reached to thow,
and tliere they were,” saxa the doctor, * lost in this
densie puist, with o dead shipmate at their toet, until
we slil pust ‘emso close that another few feot
wotthil bisve settled their hns 5. L

s Dioge, doar, what & shocking story,” cried Mrs,
Marmadike Mortimer, elinging to ler husband,
and shivering, thongh God knows the beustly [og
wies lihe # warm bath,

&1’ what 1 thonght,” saild the navy-man. *[
eonld have sworn that hoat had besn lowerml to
sick up a mag, Where's the brig, 1 wonder? |
jope we may not mn into her,” and be glowered
pust vs info the obscurity that lay beyond the
muin-rigeing.

Daniel gave Mr, Thornton some  directions, and
presently the mainsail was hauled np, and the royal
and topaallont balliards ot go: sotio forc-nd-ift
entvas wis wlao taken v, aud the ship, usnder the
diminished pressire, drove along very lowlyv., 1
took this to sgnity that Daniel wanted to sizht the
brig when the weather cleared, in ozder to pestore
tlee men ¢ il this, indesd, was his motive for shiort-
citug sail,  Captain Jackson, howeser, anpaared to
arpive ot another conclusion, and smurked arvund
b as if b woulil huve us know that he did not yet
despair of teaching these % werchant follows " dis-
eretion as well as seamunship.

Most of the passengers nw went below, among
them  Florenee, for there was moisture enongh o
the smothering vapor to damp those who lingored
too long in it bat shortly before noon, to the de-
lignt of Thompson, who had despuired of getting
sights, the for Gusl away to windward, shitmmering
like silver diust as the clear blue wator openod out
undor it, with ® glancing snd featheriug of littie
surges, and presently you could seo the ocean-line
roundivg Like o semioirele formed by a pair of com-

auses wto the impenetrable white ahead, and to
erward and astern. The sun Aashed down hot and
Blindiug out of the space of violet vault diselosed
by the settiing away of the body of vapor, until
presontly the ship swin oot of the denseross into

"

mgm Twmﬂh respirad in snels
n : there lt'gn alow hwnb-
e e e

o o,
point of contuct; and the n E“m

at that moment not
aginable thing; why, the decp

yapor, an ing over onr mastheads to the
brillisnt weatber horizon, and the glorious azure of
the deep, sparkling up from the wake of the sun te

the foot of that immense lengthof lustrons white
opurity, was made by it mor like o doenming faucy
of sea under suushine than the real thing,

Nosooner had the snn appesred than the [osen-
wers peturned, Aunt Damaris and Plorenes leads
the way, while Danicl and Mr, Thornton vawﬁ
on cittisr side the quarter-hoat, on the lookont for
wight bells,  Seareely had the sonthernmost end of
the for-bank deawn down so as to start, as it might
be, on the horizon from where the forerigging inter-
sected  the  water-line, than some oue forwand
bawled ont, *=ail ho!™ awd, looking, wo spied a
vessel hotween threo and four iniles distant, leaning
over close-hanled on the port tack, hewding our
wiy, her canvas showing vollow sgainst the thick-
ness past ler, By this tume Daniol had made iv
newm i wight 1u<!fn Bl becu struck.

» What (is she—what's her rig, can you make
out ** he ealledl to the socond mate, whoe was work-
ing at the sail with o teleseope,

“ [ faney she's a brig, sir,” was the answer. * Yes,
that’s wliat shie is, vou may see the teysmil romnding
close against the Tere-leech of the mainsail as sho
Iufls—it"ll be too close to the mainsail to be o
-l-;mlalu.‘r. i, and L handed the glass to Mr. Thorn-
o,

“If thint b w0, said Daniel, ® then it's o hundred
to one that she's the owner of the quarter-bons
we're towing, and seeking e

The el was put over, sl a sigual hoisted at
the gufleend : npon wy word, 1 forget the exact na-
tur of it; those were thedays of Marryat’s Code,
you seed bt it meant that we desieod to eommuni-
vate with the Lrig,  Bhe scemed to look further oft
ws the fog nstern of bor drew down 10 the sea-line,
anil broadened the space of gleaming blite wator be-
tween,  She e no response to onr signal, and in-
desl 1t was quite likely she dulu’t understand it ;
for if o little vessel Like that bl a fag-locker at o
aboard, it was oidds if it kolil more than o lirge and
small ensign, and so there wonld be uo gomd 1o the
skipper by mg a sigpal-book,  Bat o proof that she
was the vessel Danel took her to e cume presently
i the shape of her putting her heim hard down,
shooting out as she rounded on lier keel into the ap-
pearance of n overy pretty little brig, with lofty,
woell-stavod minsts, 4 trysail-boom that went far

cer ber stern, o holil shicer forwanl, waite hanre
], sl gveen sie low iy the water, She braced
round ber foreyarids, but kept the mnintopsal to
the miast, s thins hove to she rose amd sank npon
the swell, a tov-like ehject, beantifully elear ap
distinet agninst the fading white of the background,
the sun bringmg dashes out of her wet goven hull as
alie rolled, while overy shiroud and stay which her
canvas left exposed was ns sharply black in the
searching meridion light as strokes with s pen on
white paper,

w2l hus sighted ber DLoat astern of ns,"
1 i *that's more iotelligible to her th
tlugs™; il he then gave instructions for 1
rowead to e sent aft, Meanw hile, everybody aboard
the Strathmore was Iooking at the brig, toward
which we were slowlyadvancing.  To sight a sail,
to speak n vessel gt sea during a long voyage, is
alwiys o kind of exeitoment, aweleome break ; it is
a treendly nod, a passing huaul-shake, that somehow
sevctiis to belp one along the loncly, weltering
roadd s andd the wighty stage of the deop censes,
for o spell, to De ghe wvast  solitmde  which
every  merning  the dawn has revealed, aod
every eventng the darkuess las obseored,  HBat
there wis o speoinl interest attached (o this meet-
s for the little brig was a mother sookivg her
Tost elilifren, whom we had forwad, amd were abont
i pestore ;. and the swing of her mamsail and top-
soil, o5 =he pitched along, with the teemor of hor
jibs, whose sheets were tlowisd or well © A
madde her look to be in a kind of fintter, as if, like &
}Ihn-,: of iustinet, her heart hammered havd insido

wer,

The two rescued ving wen came along the deek,
the one that hod swooned away holiling on to the
other's arm s they monnted the poop-ladder slowly,
amd eame to oa stawd, staring awkwanlly at H{u
passengzers, lie that wore the seoteh cap holdiug it
i his hand, = Poor jellows " moowsl Aunt Da-
warts in oy ears * how shocking they look."”

But this appeatiancs in them, to a large extont,
wis the effeet of her imagination, Their tees were,
indeod, haggard, as o oesnlt of the frightful three or
fonrs hours of agouizing expectntion they had
nndergone 3 but they looked worse than they were
first, beesnse, in a manuer of speaking, they ha
beony for while alvodoned  to whnt wonld have
proved a fearful death, and they were pitiful for
that: and wext, becouso they were, only  balf-
cloted, and wlat they wore was little he! ter than
ol rags stitchod togotlior; and this, with their wil
linir and shaggy clima and the startled rolling o
their eyes, mude them an impressive coutrast for
the dresses and colors of the Ladies sod the smart
appare! of us gentlswen,

w s that yonr vessel 1 sald Danicl, pointin
The fellow inthe Seotch cap salil yos, pattiog l'lf;
haged to his forehead and looking at the brig under
it. #U've heanl your story feom the doctor,” con-
tinued Danicl; = d've fool bettor, men
# ftm right enongh, thank you, sir,"” says the man,
“ lnt iy mate here's a bit shook,

= How dong il you been knocking albout in the
fog when we picked yon up?”

“Why, the man we went to save fell overhoard
sonn after seven bells in the morning wateh were
struck, and we was in the water within ten min-
utes, or muyhe less than that, of the time he foll”

“Wall, eall it thres bours wnd o balf,” saild
Daniel; *that's no great steetel,. What cansed
your mate to give npand tunble down ina faine 17

wxnre, ean't tell, san” exclaimed the poor fellow
referred to, speaking himself,  *Thero was a deal
to proy upon the mind—not ouly the thickness all
aroumil, that might ha' lasted, for all we was to
know, tutil the brig had drifted too fur to give ny
achanee, but thero was the drowood mate in the
bottom of the boat, sir, anid nothen’ else to pe—
nothen' else to look ot,” he sdded feebly, with n
comvolsive drawing in of the breath wud o wild
glance ot the water, )

w Whit's the name of the hrig

“he Wanderer, sie,”

“ From where I

“ ullao,”

s O, thon, yon're homessard bonud,” says Daniel,
emiling. = ID've think you ean manage to put
3-.-.1:;-:5‘.-1 aboand * We'lldrnw as vear as we can,”

“ Oy, ¥

, Wil I.I.Il.'i_wl‘l'i'll the owner of the Scotclh
15 = there's no weight i the boat,”

stop this way for a minnte,”  They followed
B, and he and Mr. Thornton spoke to thew m a
qutet voiee, * Ladwes,” said Davicl, returuing, “ we
huve n duty to perforin. which some of yon might
not eare to wituess, It 15 simply this,"” hie ex-
elaimid in his binpt way @ % we propose to put the
Lunly of the mute in the Tboat and so restore it to the
bLrig. I yon'll wt-‘t‘aft o'l soe nothing.”

Mr. and Mre Marmiddnke Moctimer instantly
walhed hurricdly oft, and they wore followad by
the rest of the Ludies, Aunt Danars (hensting hee
Band puder Florenee's avm and making her hasten,
It i true that stoof themn vl seon the bindy lifted
over the side s bat thon nobidy knew that the man
was dend, Thompsen Tneker lnng in the wind for
sospedl, and seemed drvesolnte, sospended etween
curiosity wd fear. At last, saying alond : “ After
all, 1 dead bodls makes p devilish vopleagant metm-
ory,” he thrust his Dhasnds inte Lis pockets, and
sanitersd with the sir of a man anconscions of
what he was doing to a part of the poop whenee the
mitn=tdeck was invisthle,  Presently, looking aft, I
saw Florenee beekoiing. T went to ‘wl‘, and notiesd
sl hugd ber porse in ber Band, = 1 want you to give
this to the poor wmen,” siid shie, and she bandod me
i AOVOTCIgN.

@ Mow witeh bas my uieeo, given you, Mr, Eger-
ton 7 inguarsd Aunt Damaris.

“ A pounnl,” saiil 1.

She put her Laod in ler pocket and extracted &
half-sovereign.  * There, Mr. Egerton, ‘please give
them that —m not so meh as my aieee.”

Thereapon the otliers began 1o fumble, and Mrs,
O Brien produced tive shilly Mrs, Joyee the liks
B, mu& Me, Marmadnle M et ten, five from
Rive and five from lis wife; Mres. Gront fommishod
half o crown, and as b took the mouey to the eap-
tiin to give to the wen 1 shipped five shillings into
thie ot
“ere, Daniel,” said 1, © this is the passengers'
gift to the two wen 3 bnt note, if you please, that it
wis Miss Floronee Hawke who started the sib-
wtl!lnnn"

w ave you given any thing T askod Le,

w Yoo, i 1.

“On, hang you! then 1 must, How mook dil you
glve 1"

w Five saillings,” 1 answered. :

“Too mueh tor a shipmaster,” said Le.  ® Can’t
afford more than haldf & erown, and so, Jack, when
YOU Bext Kay YOur prayers, reda pher that you'rn
more virtnons than Daniel Thompson 1o the extent
of two aud sixpence.”

The two men were on the main-dock, but he called
them np agnin to give them the money, aml [
noticed U ln-;mf)- alwenity with which Capiain
Juckson, when he saw  what was going on
whipped out with & crown piece, The money did
the poor fellows n world of good.  The clink of it
put a light in their eves, aml when Danel told
them the balk of it T oome from the lndes, they
fooked aft and gave a feeble cheer and a long<drawn
“ Gioul bless you, Ladies ! God Bless yon, ladies "

“lt's the Indies that love Jaek,” said Duniel
“grthiont  thent, where wonld the sailor find
friends T 1 echio yonr words, my luds: * God blesa
e ' We hadd now dreawn oluse euough to the brig
to see tho heada of her crow watching us over
rutl.  The fog bad vamished; it was all dnrk—i‘nn
wuter now down to where the sky tonched the
cirele, with a little gathering i the weight of the
wind that seemed to deepen the ocean hue, The
sntls of the brig stood white ngaiust the azure,
every heave sendiog o buery of shadow over
and it wus pretty o watch lmulid%dwn
swell beam-wise, nutil the brow leam
fold that was laced with the wind’s soft
luoked to stand above her bulwarks;

o Lilaz silver of the weridian effulgence, with
L‘:r lhj;l“ufuii: wdly thnpping in the hmﬂ, her | fuli picture of her wonld came out in & moment,
black varnds and eﬁuw masts nnd gray decks | when the liquid accli canght her under ﬂ
sparklmg like fros with the clustering dewd n and 1[ wod hove ber up
g B O L Wit s e ot e ol o § ooy - ou's‘:'.
fog, like steam n ont o B0, & 0 @
u;f.n the surface of ;ﬁ’";um the gl white Dlue with the cowples doﬁ':ou.
folds of it looking so deuse that oue wo wl -




